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hristine and Stanley Lucas con-

sidered moving from their four-

bedroom ranch in Bethesda, but
couldn't find a home they liked as well as
their own. Besides, they loved their neigh-
borthood and their home was close to
their workplaces. 5till, they felt the home
had an outdated design and needed to be
more attractive and more functional.

For inspiration, they turned to the
book “The Not So Big House" by Sarah
Susanka. [t would become their guide for
the renovation of their home,

“Her premise is that you don't really
need to add more space, you just need to
make the space you have more livable,"
says Stanley Lucas. "So instead of
adding a room or building an addition,
we decided to update our existing home."”

Christine and Stanley worked with
architect Bob BEheinhardt to put their
ideas into a workable blueprint. The
design would meet all of the Lucas'
needs:

+ To create a larger and more functional
home with minimal additions.

+ To enhance the home's curbside appeal.

+ To transform an outdated kitchen into a
modern, more usable room with added
workspace.

« To establish a more dramatic and open
feel in the living area.

* To add a private area where the family
could relax,

« To increase the home’s energy efficiency.

To use windows 1o enhance the view of
the garden and backyard, bringing the
outdoors mnside.

To improve the traffic flow between the
home's multiple rooms.

The Lucas® selected Nash Construction

in Marshall, Va., to bring their plans to
life. Having successfully worked with
their architect on several previous proj-
ects, Wash Construction was a clear
choice based on its ability to complete
projects on time, quality of craftsmanship
and strong problem-solving abilities.

A WALK AROUND THE REMODEL

“As you approach the house, we wanted
to improve the look of the front, so we
pulled the entryway forward, it was
indented about four feet, and made it
flush with the rest of the house," Stanley
says. “A new portico protects the front
door and welcomes our guests.”

The portico design allowed the archi-
tect to expand the fover, increasing the
interior space. Additionally, he enclosed
the existing breezeway (creating an away
room) and added a screened-in porch
that could be easily accessed from the
new away room and the dining room.

COpening the dining room to the living
room added more function to the home
by improving the traffic flow. Vaulted and
tray ceilings in the main living area add a
feeling of spaciousness. Detailed bead
board and up-lighting added height, but
retained the warmth of the rooms. Floor-
to-ceiling windows were added across the
back in the renovated living and dining
raom area to allow generous views of the
garden and the backyard.

The home’s outdated latchen was com-
pletely gutted and redone. In fact, the deci-
sion to replace the room's dated appli-
ances is what led to the remodel itself.

“The original kitchen had a cook top
and separate wall oven,” says Stanley. “We
decided to get rid of them and go with a
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nicer owven/range combination and then
decided to remodel around it,”" he laughs.

The goal of the new kitchen design was
to provide more work space and more
storage. New maple cabinets were
installed throughout the space, including a
pantry where the wall oven had been.
Bigger and with convenient features like
slider drawers, the new cabinets met the
Lucas' need for more storage. Eliminating
the cook top also gave them more counter
space. And the counters were topped in
beautiful granite.

A more spacious feeling was created
by installing a vaulted ceiling. Like the
raised ceilings in the dining room and liv-
ing area, Nash Construction accom-
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plished this task by removing the existing
structural roof framing members without
disturbing the exterior roofing. This
process also allowed the installation of
two skylights in the kitchen/dining/Tiv-
ing area which brings lots of natural light
into the home.

“Creating a cathedral ceiling with inte-
grated skylights was a real challenge,” says
Sean de Launay of Nash Construction.
“It was achieved by removing the original
&' structurally integrated ceiling, installing
flinch beams and posting to the founda-
tion together with shoring."”

Finishing touches include wood floors
which run throughout the first floor com-
mon areas. Part of the original home,

they were uncovered once the carpeting
was removed. They were completely
resurfaced and done in red oak.

Additionally, all of the home's doors
and windows were replaced with newer,
more energy efficient alternatives. High
efficiency light fixtures also replaced the
home’s original lights.

ERINGING THE OUTDOORS IN

Accessed via sliding glass doors, the
sereened-in porch not only connects the
home's multiple spaces, but also offers
the option of bringing the outdoors in by
leaving them open. Finishing the porch
with custom-milled panels and decking,
simple moldings, a mahogany red paint




color, accent lighting and a ceiling fan
creates an exotic look and feel

“The new design allows us to enjoy
our garden and backyard where we have
a waterfall and a pond with fish," says
Stanley. “It lets us emjoy the outdoors,
even when we're inside.”

PUTTING THEIR REMODEL

TO GOOD USE

Christine and Stanley love their newly
remodeled home and are enjoying it now
more than ever.

“We find we are entertaining a lot
more,” Stanley says. "The improved flow
of the living area, combined with the
added space provided by the porch, just
makes our home more conducive to hav-
ing people over.”

“The away room is also a nice addi-
tion," he says. “It has a dooron it so it can
be used as an extra bedroom for out of
fown guests or as a tv room when our chil-
dren have friends over to watch a movie.”

A SMOOTH PROJECT

Demolition for the remodel started in
early April and the project was complet-
ed by the end of August.

“During demolition, we discovered the
structural load points were incorrect. With
the cooperation of the structural engineer,
the architect and the field erew we were
able to seamlessly incorporate the correct-
ed structural point loads without affecting
the intended look and feel of the project or
the schedule,” says de Launay.

In fact, the Lucas family lived in the
home throughout the project, setting up a
little kitchen area in the basement.

“The remodel was pretty much dust
free, which surprised us,” says Stanley,
“The Nash crew was always considerate,
on time and they cleaned up at the end of
each day. In fact, it would have been dif-
ficult for our neighbors to know we were
remodeling,” he concludes.

Source for this artide:
Nash Construction
8135 E Moin Sheef
Marshall, W4 20115
Contoct: Gary Mosh

(5407 354-2515

AR METRC DC

5

3
2
z
2
)
=
??:
g
-
B
g
-
=
g
S



